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Meeting, April 2, 2013 

 

 

Meeting held at Xyolhemeylh, #1 – 7201 Vedder Road, Chilliwack, BC 

 

CYC Chairs: Dan Bibby                                        Recorder: Karen Steegstra 

                     Susan Edgcombe          

Present: 

Bobbi Jacob Ann Davis bobbi@anndavis.org 

   

Stewart Mclean City of 

Chilliwack 

mclean@chilliwack.com 

Dan Bibby MCFD Daniel.Bibby@gov.bc.ca 

Karen Steegstra CYC chwkchildandyouthcoord@gmail.com 

Sheree Epp Xyolhemeylh  

Kelly Guiaya Xyolhemeylh  

Todd Lueck City Life todd@citylifecentre.ca 

Katrina Bepple CHHCF  

Sonja Mussell Xyolhemeylh Sonja.Mussell@Xyolhemeylh.com 

Donna Dixson CHHCF Donna.dixson@chhcf.org 

Debbie Denault CLCS debbied@chilliwacklearning.com 

Duncan 

Macdonald 

CYMH Duncan.macdonald@gov.bc.ca 

Verra Ludeman Xyolhemeylh  

Steve Esau CAPS SEsau@pcrs.ca 

Tracey Arsenault Big Brothers 

Big Sisters 

tracey.arsenault@bigbrothersbigsisters.ca 

 

Regrets: 

James Challman CCS challmanj@comserv.bc.ca 

Susan Edgcombe SD #33 Susan_edgcombe@sd33.bc.ca 

Ron Plowright Fraser Health  
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Rohan Arul-Pragasm SD#33 rohan.arul-

pragasm@sd33.bc.ca 

Sheri Josephson YMCA sheri.josephson@vanymca.org 

Collette Bohach Big 

Brothers/Sisters 

 

Tobia Araki RCMP  

Kiran Sidhu FVCDC  

Wayne Green United Way  

 

 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions  

Welcome and introductions led by Dan Bibby. Dan thanked Debbie and 

Karen for co-chairing previous meeting. 

 

2. Review Of Minutes 

Minutes were revised and adopted. Action: Karen will post March minutes 

on the website. 

 

3. Coordinators Report – Karen Steegstra 

 

         March 11 – 16 was “Stop the Sexual Exploitation of Children and 

Youth Awareness Week”.  

    If there is one thing I have to say about “Sexual Exploitation 

Awareness Week”, it’s “I wish more people could have been in attendance 

at the events to hear the speakers.” So much good information and 

insight shared and issues brought to light that require a public response if 

changes are going to be made.  Amanda Johnson from CCS, did an 

excellent job of securing a dynamic line of speakers for the week. 

   Jassy Bindra, the RCMP in charge of the Human Trafficking portfolio 

was the first presenter. She shared the laws which determine “human 

trafficking” and the elements which must be present in order for a 

perpetrator to be charged.  Merlyn Horton’s presentation had a turnout of 

about 100 people, which was the largest turnout of the week. 

Unfortunately I missed her presentation but heard it was very informative. 

Cherry Smiley shared some statistics on the  violence and the sexual 

exploitation of Aboriginal woman and what her organization is doing to 
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create awareness. The Aboriginal Women’s Action Network is advocating 

to have prostitution decriminalized .  Trisha Bapti, shared her very moving 

story of how she became involved in prostitution. A tough home life 

caused her to be a very angry young lady and when she discovered that at 

the young age of 11 she could get drugs and money by giving her body, 

she thought she was “pretty cool”. Like a number of the stories we heard 

throughout the week, Trisha and many of the young women who are being 

sexually exploited don’t even recognize it as such, and many believe that 

their pimp is their “boyfriend”. Trisha explained to the audience that when 

you are embraced in the gangster, drug, prostitution lifestyle, that 

lifestyle becomes your “normal”. When someone tried to step in and offer 

her a way out, she actually became angry. It was the desire to have a 

better life for her children that led to her making the steps necessary to 

walk away from prostitution. During the question and discussion period 

that followed, Cherry and Trisha explained the “Nordic Model” which was 

adapted in Sweden as a way of eliminating prostitution. In this model, sex 

trade workers are viewed as victims in need of intervention, while those 

purchasing sex are charged as criminals. It has had much success and 

the model has been adopted by other countries. At this time BC is 

reviewing the laws around prostitution and efforts are being made to have 

the government adopt a similar law. Dianne Snowden from “Children of 

the Street Society” reiterated with her statistics and examples much of 

what had been said throughout the week. Drug addiction and sexual 

exploitation are directly linked. Many young girls are lured into 

prostitution by accepting “free” drugs from a so-called admirer. In the 

case of Dianne’s daughter, the pot was laced with heroin and at 13 she 

quickly became addicted. Once addicted these girls are told they have a 

“drug debt” and they need to pay up fast. The way to make money fast of 

course is by selling their bodies and so the cycle begins.  

     For me the saddest thing to hear was story after story of how the 

young girls being exploited did not recognize that they were being used 

and abused. Because of the laws, if a perpetrator is to be charged, the 

victim must be willing to testify in court. Many victims are either too 

afraid or too ashamed to testify, and so the abuse continues. 

     We did have a group of students attend a couple of the events. I wish 

that more high school students would have been in attendance and next 

year I want to push for “Law ”, “Social Justice” etc. classes to attend. 

Young people need to be aware of how vulnerable they are to the 
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predators looking to make an easy dollar. It was most disturbing that the 

week after ‘Stop the Sexual Exploitation Week”, I saw the trailer for the 

new movie “Spring Breakers”. 

Here is some of the write up on this new movie…. 

Four pretty girls in swimsuits doing wrong in an orgy of lust and violence: 

it's an all-American movie fantasy to cheer any Hollywood executive. 

In the hands of Harmony Korine, the rebellious auteur behind the ground-

breaking Kids, and featuring Disney starlets Selena Gomez, Vanessa 

Hudgens and Ashley Benson as well as James Franco, Spring 

Breakers promises to be one of the most unusual, challenging 

mainstream films of the season. 

Suggestive "slo-mo" shots of young women enjoying the eroticised rituals 

of one of America's student rites of passage – the riotous spring vacation 

– may suggest Korine is straying dangerously close to a teen exploitation 

movie. But then again, Korine's observation of spring break and its 

staples of sun, drinking, drugs and teenage hormones, could be one of the 

most daring films to make it into theatres in years….. 

But what of Spring Breakers? It is by most standards Korine's most 

mainstream work to date. The film, he says, was never meant to be an 

essay or an exposé. "It's an impressionistic reinterpretation of events. A 

pop poem. It's more interesting to me when they start flirting with the 

gangster culture – the beach noir – the drugs, the violence, with its rotting 

yachts in the backyard and the palm trees. 

"It's that culture of surfaces and the pathology that's the residue of it. 

The menace that's out there is really what I wanted to get into. 

Selena Gomez gets to go home and sleep in her own bed. So many young 

people in our own community are being trapped into a lifestyle they 

believe will bring independence and popularity. We need to continue to 

create awareness and promote self-respect and self-worth among our 

youth. 

    While Sexual Exploitation at first seems a “youth at risk” issue, it is 

also an “early years issue”. An addicted teen prostitute becomes the mom 

of an addicted baby and suddenly we have a new area of vulnerability. 

Many of the young people involved in prostitution have had some measure 

of trauma in their early childhood years. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/film/harmony-korine
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    As part of the preparation for the Annual Consultation I am a 

participant in all the working groups. This has been so helpful for me in 

gaining knowledge and information.  

    I have been asked by the Chilliwack Learning Community Society to 

prepare a training presentation on Early Year Vulnerability. I have also 

been asked by the Provincial Strong Start to prepare a presentation 

regarding barriers to those accessing Early Years Services for a 

workshop in May. 

   As the Child and Youth Coordinator I am becoming more aware of the 

fact that vulnerability finds its origins in trauma or vulnerability in the 

early years.  

 

4. Sub-Committee Reports 

 

Youth Matters –Karen shared in Collette’s absence that 3 days have been 

secured in November for Challenge Day. The Youth Matters Committee is 

now working on the funding aspect. 

 

 

Early Years  - Karen Steegstra shared in Kiran’s absence. 
Thanks to the services and subsidy being offered by the Chilliwack 

Hospital Health Care Foundation, the Early Years table will be updating 

and expanding the Child Development Guide.  The Early Year’s Committee 

is working in partnership with the YMCA for Healthy Kids Day. 

 

 

 Clinical – (Duncan Macdonald) There has been some discussion regarding 

zero tolerance of drug use in schools as part of the “Safe Schools” policy. 

The side-effect is that kids who need to be connected are being pushed 

away. The committee is looking at alternative ways to deal with this. 

Connect Parenting continues to have good attendance and a wait list is 

being created. It would be good to have more people trained and are 

waiting for training to be made available by the Maples. In regards to 
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Suicide Prevention, the committee has had contact with FORCE to work 

with family physicians. 

 

Middle Years – (Sheri Josephson ) Dan shared in Sheri’s absence. He 

described what the MDI measures 

 

5. MOU – CHHCF – Donna Dixson 

 Donna described the goal of the foundation is to have the entire 

community working towards a healthy Chilliwack. It was thought by 

CYC that the MOU draft was possibly too legal sounding. Dan 

suggested the foundation build a document around the 5210 message, 

whereby the CYC could make a motion to support. 

Action: Dan, Susan and Karen will meet with Katrina to discuss the 

5210 motion.  

Donna said she is very happy to meet individually with agencies to 

discuss – “how can we do more?” The foundation is in the process of 

creating workshops to tie in with the 5210 message. Their new 

posters and brochures will be available at the Consultation on April 26. 

Donna will bring them to the May meeting. 

 

6. Review of Revised Strategic Plan  

Todd shared that the Ministerial Association is in the process of 

signing on with the CYC. If they decide to, Todd will be their 

representative. Duncan suggested that the CYC identify issues facing 

children, youth and families and as a Committee find ways to address 

these issues and bring public awareness as a committee. Karen 

brought up the issue of transportation and how that continues to be a 

barrier when it comes to families accessing services. Stewart 

suggested that the CYC could request to do a presentation for the 

Transportation Committee where they would show why changes are 

important and make recommendations. 

Being more public in motions and strategies will enhance the CYC 

profile. 

Look for new members to join the CYC table. 

Action: Karen will invite Chamber, Downtown BIA and Rotary Clubs to 

join. She will include a copy of the strategic plan in the registration 

package. 
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There was some discussion as to whether the issue of “Sexual 

Exploitation” should be added to the CYC strategic plan. Instead it 

was thought the CYC should support the work being done by the 

Community Action Team. 

 

Action: Karen will invite member from CAT to sit at CYC and give sub-

committee reports. 

 

7. Consultation Update  

Members of the Consultation working group gave updates on what 

each of the task groups were working on. Everything is in place for a 

fantastic day. 

 

8. New Business 

1. Stewart suggested that the CYC consider participating in the 

Chilliwack Connect event on October 5. 

 

 

Next Meeting, May 7 

Xyolhemeylh  #1 – 7201 Vedder Road 

 

 

 


